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KUWAIT POUCH MUSCAT DOHA 

BEIRUT PASS BAGHDAD 

E.O. 11652:GDS 
TAGS:XX 

SUB J : MIDDLE EAST SITUATION 

1. FOLLOWING FYI IS MIDDLE EAST SITUATION THROUGH EVENING 
OCTOBER 15: 

2. COMBAT SCENE. ALTHOUGH FIGHTING CONTINUED OCTOBER 15, 

THERE WERE NO MAJOR CHANGES IN BATTLE LINES. ISRAELIS 
GAINED SOME GROUND IN SYRIA: BUT TERRAIN WAS DIFFICULT 

AND SYRIANS CONTINUED TO FIGHT WELL FROM PREPARED DEFENSIVE 
POSITIONS. ISRAELI OFFENSIVE MAY ALSO HAVE SLOWED BECAUSE 
THEY BELIEVE PRIMARY OBJECTIVE OF CRIPPLING SYRIAN ARMY 
HAS BEEN SUFFICIENTLY ATTAINED TO ENABLE THEM TO SHIFT SOME 
OF THEIR FORCES TO SINAI FRONT. IN SINAI THERE WAS ONLY 
MINOR GROUND ACTION BUT BOTH SIDES SALLIED FORTH WITH NUMER 
OUS - AIR ATTACKS. 

3. IN SYRIA, ISRAELI FORCES PRESSED CLOSER TO ROAD LEADING 
SOUTH OUT OF DAMASCUS TO SHEIKH MISHKIN, WITH IDF CLAIMING 
TO HAVE RENDERED THE IRAQI DIVISION INEFFECTIVE. ISRAELIS 
CLAIMED TO HAVE INITIATIVE THROUGHOUT SYRIAN FRONT. PROGRESS 
REMAINED SLOW AND PAINFUL, HOWEVER, AND FRESH SYRIAN ARMORED 
BRIGADE PLUS NEW IRAQI DIVISION ARE REPORTEDLY MOVING UP TO 
TRY TO HOLD LINE IN SOUTHERN SECTOR OF GOLAN. BATTLE THUS 


MOVED CLOSER TO SECTOR OF GOLAN CONTAINING JORDANIAN 
BRIGADE, AND THERE WERE OTHER INDICATIONS THAT KING 
HUSSEIN MAY FEEL COMPELLED TO COMMIT HIS TROOPS TO FIGHT- 
ING SOON. A KUWAITI BRIGADE IS REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN 
DESPATCHED SYRIA AND BY NIGHTFALL 15 OCTOBER SAUDI UNITS 
WERE IN POSITION TO JOIN FIGHTING (ALTHOUGH OBVIOUSLY NOT 
EAGER TO DO SO). IN ISRAELI ESTIMATE, SOVIET RESUPPLY 
WILL ALLOW SYRIA TO RECOUP SUFFICIENTLY TO PUT BACK INTO 
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ACTION UNITS PREVIOUSLY KNOCKED OUT OF THE BATTLE LINE. 
SOVIET RESUPPLY FLIGHTS TO DATE HAVE EXCEEDED 300. HEAVY 
SOVIET EQUIPMENT IS ALSO BEGINNING TO COME INTO SYRIA BY 
SHIP. 

4. IN THE SOUTHJSRAELIS REPULSED NEW EGYPTIAN ASSAULTS 
ON 15 OCT, BUT THESE ATTACKS WERE MINOR AND TENTATIVE COM- 
PARED TO YESTERDAY'S EGYPTIAN ATTACK ALONG WHOLE FRONT 
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WHICH GOT BADLY MAULED. IAF AIRCRAFT AGAIN HIT EGYPTIAN 
TROOPS AND TANKS HARD. IRAQI, EGYPTIAN AND LIBYAN AIR- 
CRAFT RAIDED ISRAELI AIRBASE AT BIR GIFGAFA. DOING SOME 
DAMAGE. EGYPT MOVED MORE MISSILES ACROSS CANAL. ISRAELI 
DEFENSE MINISTER DAYAN STATED THAT ISRAEL S ATTENTION 
WOULD INCREASINGLY TURN FROM SYRIA TO SINAI. 

5. POLITICAL. THERE WAS NO VISIBLE PROGRESS ON POLITICAL 
EFFORTS TO END THE FIGHTING. IN CONVERSATION WITH SYG 
WALDHEIM OCTOBER 15, SYRIAN DELEGATE SAID SYRIA WAS NOT 
WILLING TO ACCEPT CEASEFIRE WITHOUT FIRM COMMITMENT FOR 
ISRAEL TO WITHDRAW TO PRE-1967 BORDERS. EGYPTIANS APPEAR 
ALSO TO BE ADHERING TO THIS POSITION, ALTHOUGH REPORTEDLY 
THEY STEPPED UP THEIR CONSULTATIONS WITH NON-ALIGNED 
MEMBERS OF UNSC OCTOBER 15. SADAT IS EXPECTED TO MAKE 
MAJOR SPEECH OCTOBER 16, HIS FIRST PRONOUNCEMENT SINCE 
WAR BEGAN. 

6. GENERAL ASSEMBLY ELECTED IRAQ TO MEMBERSHIP ON THE 
SECURITY COUNCIL FOR A TWO-YEAR TERM. IN ONLY SECURITY 
COUNCIL DEBATE TODAY, EGYPT COMPLAINED ISRAELI WAR PLANES 
RAIDED THE NILE DELTA WITH 500-1000 POUND ANTI-PERSONNEL 
BOMBS MANUFACTURED IN THE UNITED STATES. 

7. USG ANNOUNCED IT HAD BEGUN RESUPPLY OPERATION FOR 
ISRAEL, POINTING OUT THIS STEP TAKEN ONLY AFTER INTENSIVE 
DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS TO END FIGHTING AND SOVIETS HAD UNDER- 
TAKEN MASSIVE AIRLIFT TO ARABS. NEWS IS SPREADING RAPIDLY 
IN THE ARAB WORLD WITH EXPECTED ADVERSE REACTION. IT IS 
TOO EARLY TO PREDICT, HOWEVER, WHAT CONCRETE STEPS ARABS 
MAY TAKE. 
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8. OIL. KUWAIT MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM ANNOUNCED THAT 
MEETING OF ARAB OIL MINISTERS TO DISCUSS USE OF OIL AS 
WEAPON IN FIGHT AGAINST ISRAEL HAS BEEN SCHEDULED OCTOBER 
17. MEANWHILE, IN RESPONSE TO APPEAL FROM IRAQ OIL 
UNIONS, OIL WORKERS UNION AT TRIPOLI OIL TERMINAL HAVE 
REPORTEDLY DECIDED THEY WILL NOT LOAD U.S. TANKERS OR 
TANKERS TRANSPORTING OIL TO UNITED STATES. KISSINGER 

NOTE BY OC/T: POUCHED ABOVE ADDRESSEES. 
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